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SUBJ: SOMALI REACTION TO ETHIOPIAN EVENTS 

1. PRESIDENT SIAD, ON HIS RETURN SEPT. 14 PROM APRICAN TOUR, 
COMMENTED ON VARIETY OP SUBJECTS INCLUDING ETHIOPIA. OPFICIAL 
SONNA NEWS BULLETIN REPORTED SIAD SAYING, "THERE IS NOTHING 
STRANGE IN WHAT IS HAPPENING RIGHT NOW IN ETHIOPIA. THE CHANGE 
IS PURELY A DOMESTIC PROBLEM AND THE ETHIOPIANS SHOULD BE LEPT 
ALONE TO CLEAR OUT THEIR INTERNAL APFAIRS. NO COUNTRY, BE IT 
APRICAN OR OTHERWISE, HAS THE RIGHT TO INTERFERE". 

2. OTHER THAN SIAD COMMENT, SOMALI MEDIA HAVE CARRIED ONLY 
RATHER BRIEF, FACTUAL ITEMS ABOUT DEPOSITION OP HAILE SELASSIE 
AND RELATED EVENTS IN ETHIOPIA. WIDELY HEARD BBC BROADCASTS 
IN SOMALI LANGUAGE HAVE KEPT LOCAL LISTENERS ABREAST OF DE- 
VELOPMENTS. TO BEST OUR KNOWLEDGE, APART FROM SIAD COMMENT, 
THERE HAVE BEEN NO OFPICIAL EXPRESSIONS OF GOVERNMENT OPINION 
OR EDITORIAL COMMENTS ABOUT ETHIOPIA SINCE DEPOSITION OP EMPEROR. 

3. SEPT. 6 EDITION (BEPORE EMPEROR'S DEPOSITION) OP "INDEPEN- 
DENT" WEEKLY HORSEED CARRIED LONG ARTICLE IN ITALIAN ENTITLED 
"PENTAGON BEHING ETHIOPIAN COUP D' ETAT", WHICH INTERPRETED 
RISE OF GENERAL AMAN AS DUE TO US DECISION THAT EMPEROR WAS 
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LEADER TO PROTECT INTERESTS OF "IMPERIALISM”. HORSEED SEPT. 13 
AGAIN CRITICIZED US POSITION ON SOMALI-ETHIOPIAN DISPUTE, BUT 
WITHOUT COMMENT ON INTERNAL ETHIOPIAN DEVELOPMENTS OR ANY 
PERSONAL REFERENCE TO GENERAL AMAN. 

4. COMMENT: WE BELIEVE GSDR IS STILL RESERVING JUDGMENT ON 
EVENTS IN ETHIOPIA, AND THEREFORE CONFINING ITS OFFICIAL COVERAGE 
TO REPORTING PRINCIPAL EVENTS WITHOUT DRAWING FINAL CONCLUSIONS. 
SIAD'S STATEMENT IS CONSISTENT WITH "HANDS-OFF" POLICY OF GSDR 
SINCE BEGINNING OF CURRENT ETHIOPIAN DEVELOPMENTS; POLICY WHICH 
WE EXPECT GSDR IS LIKELY TO CONTINUE, BARRING VIRTUAL DISINTE- 
GRATION OF ETHIOPIAN STATE. ACCUSATION IN HORSEED THAT GENERAL 
AMAN IS TOOL OS US IMPERIALISM, MADE BEFORE HE BECAME DE FACTO 
HEAD OF STATE, COMES NATURALLY TO HORSEED JOURNALISTS, BUT IS 
NOT AS YET REFLECTED IN OFFICIAL GSDR MEDIA. 

KIRK 
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